“Reverend, how are things now
that you’re ordained?” A
popular question posed to me
for the past 3 weeks. Externally,
things are about the same - you
are the same people I serve, the
number & kinds of meetings I
attend are the same. Except for
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an extra piece of clergy dress
piece - the stole, things seemed
the same. The stole represents
the yoke of Christ. It is rather
light. It also fits comfortably
just as the Lord promises those
who would come to him to find
rest. Come to me, all you who
are weary and burdened, and |
will give you rest. Take my yoke
upon you and learn from me, for
I am gentle and humble in heart,
and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy and
my burden is light (Mt 11:28-
30). It is a yoke of learning from
Jesus to serve.

You too-can accept Christ’s invitation
to cast off your painful yoke of Self.
people’s pressure and expectation, and
the Devil’s bondage. Carrying the
burden of the world’s value system
will weigh you down from becoming
who vou can be in God's wonderful
plan for you. Indeed, whether we are
aware of the fact or not. we are all



servants of either the Devil, Self or
God. Don’t you know that when you
offer yourselves to someone to obey
him as slaves, vou are slaves to the
one whom you obey - whether vou are
slaves to sin, which leads to death, or
to  obedience, which Jeads to
righteousness? (Rom 6:16) Do not
offer the parts of your body to sin, as
instruments of wickedness, but rather
offer yourselves to God, as those who
have been brought from death to life;
and offer the parts of vour hody fo him
as instruments of righteousness (Rom
6:13). Christ invites you to exchange
vour wearisome yoke for his easy yoke
and the burden you pull will be light.

What does it mean in practical terms?
1t demands a radical evaluation of our
priorities. One issue to consider is how
we spend our time. What are the
things you are investing your time to
obtain? Work status? Your car?
Your home? Money? Money itself is
neutral. However. beware of falling in
love with money. A simple indication
of spending more time than necessary
on these things is a lack of attention
for the other areas of vour life so that
there is an imbalance. such as a lack
of time with your children. vour
spouse. vour God.

What about giving more time serving
in the Church? Or putting aside time
to grow in the Word of God by
attending -a Bible Study? Or
committing yourself to grow in the
nurture and fellowship of a care
group? Everyone has 24 hours a day.
We can make time for what we
consider is important to us. Is having
more money more important than your
spiritual life? Is watching TV, and
consequently imbibing its values, a
higher priority than reading the Bible
and prayer? You need to hear the
Lord’s calling for your life.

August 9th is DAY TO
CHANGE OUR WORLD. The
Concert of Prayer is from 8 am to 12
noon to be. held at the Singapore
Indoor Stadium. This is hosted by the
AD2000 in cooperation with the
Festival of Praise. The theme this year
is Heal Our Land. Lawrence Khong
writing on behalf of the AD2000 &
Beyond Movement, United Prayer
Resource Network: “The Lord is
prompting us to deal with our historic
relationship with foreign powers such
as Britain (colonialism) and Japan
(aggression). This is important
because a nation’s history often
colours the way she interprets her past,
present and future. The Church has a
responsibility to understand God's



perspective on the past so that we may
take steps of obedience today for the
sake of the future. On the Church
front, we will repent where we have
fallen short in being good stewards of
His gifis and Kingdom resources. We
will also look to the Lord of the
Harvest to help us recover the
apostolic vision and function of the
Singapore Church. releasing a future
generation for His purpose!”

I encourage you to join the JCC
contingent to participate in the
Concert of Prayer to unite our hearts
in prayer with the thousands of prayer
warriors for our nation. Those who
have participated the last 2 vears can
testify to its powerful impact on their
lives to pray in wunity. to humbly
intercede for the lost in this island
destined to be the Antioch of Asia.

Also on August 9th:

e CITYWALK is praverwalking
from 1 pm to 3 pm. It will begin
with a meeting at St Andrew’s
Cathedral before intercessors
proceed to “tread” the civic and
financial districts as a united
praycr-force.

e CITYLIGHT is a praver plan
to involve every care group to
pray for at least 1 hour following

a common prayer focus beginning
at the strike of the anthem.
For more information watchout for the
brochures coming out.

If our nation is to be won for Christ. it
will be through the work of praver. If
your loved ones are to come to a
saving knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ. we need to use the kev of
praver. If we are to become a mission
sending Church, we need to grow up
to become God's house of praver.

Through praver nothing is impossible.
Even the most resistant places in the
10/40 window will experience the
powerful visitation of God! Yes. God
is already performing miraculous signs
among the unreached people groups.
turning thousands to Jesus Christ as
their Saviour. You and [ have the
privilege to participate in the greatest
revival and harvest in the end times.
Let’s not think that the harvest is in
the future. It is ripe for harvest today!
Open your spiritual eyes to catch the
vision and may a fierv passion of
God’s mission to reconcile the world
to himself through the Cross burn in
your soul.

For the sake of God's Kingdom.

Pasfor Fredric Lee



The date was Saturday, 7 June and
the time was 3.45 p.m. The day’s
weatherwas wonderfully fine and
the climate was just about right
for a good outdoor BBQ/Fellow-
ship at JCC. We had anticipated a
good turn-out and every member
in the befriend-
ers team was
much excited
about that night’s
program, looking
forward to the fel-
lowship time.

Both my wife
andI were busily
preparing the in-
gredients for the Hokkien Fried
Mifen when suddenly the sky
turned grey and without much
warning, the rain started to pour.
I began to feel uneasy when the
rain continued to get heavier. Al-
though getting a little anxious as
the time neared 5 o'clock, I never
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gave up hope in the Lord. I had
faith in the Lord and believed He
would set apart a time for our
purpose of caring forand encour-
aging our new members and visi-
tors through the BBQ/Fellowship
activity.

I'had found
assurance in
Romans 8:28
which said “In
all things God
work for the
good of those
who love Him
and are called
according to
His purpose”
and without hesitation, I looked
to God and prayed.

Just as Jessie finished cutting
the watermelon and packing
them into the plastic container,
the rain suddenly weakened into
adrizzle. We reached the church



at 6.00 p.m. and were all praise
for God. For in His time, God put
a timely stop to the rain. Indeed
God is to be praised for He is
faithful and good.

We had a joyful time during
the singspiration session, and eve-
rybody got to know everybody
through the introduction and
games. The food though simple
waswell seasoned, and there was
plenty to fill the hungry ones.
With such a good mixture and
stirring of new and old members

ofthe Body. the food tasted really
good and deliciously yummy af-
ter being barbecued.

Those who participated in-
cluded some friends from China,
a brother returning from an Aus-
tralian job assignment, a sister on
home leave from her mission in
India, a visitor from the States
who was on an internship attach-
ment in Singapore and some new
members. There were altogether

48 participants. Evervone enjoyed
that night, and we certainly look
forward to the next BBQ/Fellow-
ship event in September 1997.
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These words
printed onthe
mug given to
each partici-
pant at the
camp clearly
reminded us
about the na-

e
gt its J {Lﬂhg“)t' ture of God’s
love. God re-

¥_——J garded us so

highly that He sent His only begotten Son
to die on the cross for our sin.

Upon setting foot on the campsite,
we spent some time getting to know one
another. We really had to take a while
because of the large number of us who
came in the two buses, including mem-
bers of the Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades, and
non- members as well. Of course, we
were further aided along in getting to
know one another through the Mini OI-
ympic Relay and the Treasure Hunt on
the first day.

OO

T

Love

It wasn’t all play without quiet mo-
ments with God. Group Quiet Time was
set for 8 o'clock the next day after about
half an hour of morning exercise to prep
up anyone still groggy with sleep. Then
we had our breakfast before moving on
to singspiration and devotion. “Love at
its Highest” was the theme song we
learnt, with its lyrics taken from 1 Jn 4:9-
12. Camp Director Tommy Hsu’s mes-
sage about the word “magnificence” was
very encouraging too.

With our youthful energy, we really
had a whale of a time playing water
games, with water bombs for added
excitement. Game time seemed to pass
by rather fast. Soon, it was nightfall and
we had another sing-along and devo-
tion. The devotion leader shared with
us the touching story of John Newton
who wrote the song “Amazing Grace”.

A highlight of the third day was a talk

by a special guest, Police Sgt Jeffrey

Ong, about the risks of joining gangs.
Sgt Ong had been to many schools with
the same message against gangsterism.
The pictures he showed us were very
frightening indeed- people with their
necks gashed and heads almost decapi-
tated. Eeeek...and at that time we had
not even had our lunch yet!
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There was no doubt that Sgt Ong’s
message had hithome among the youths.
By afternoon though, the thought of
joining gangs must certainly have been
far, far away from their minds. They had
lost themsclves in the joy and excite-
ment of canoeing. There was an instruc-
tor to tcach us how to paddle and han-
dle the canoe. We even paddled to an
island a few kilometres away from the
campsite. It was great fun in the sea.

Then, it was the final night of the
camp. We had our precious “last mo-
ments” of laughter together, thanks to
“acting time”! The sketches put up by
different groups were all of high enter-
tainment value. Bedtime arrived
promptly, right after we had enough of
the entertainment,

When dawn broke, we had our usual
morning routine before packing for
home. I believe that this camp must
have benefited the youths as much as it
has profited me. Fun and excitement of
fellowship aside, the quiet times with
God, the devotion sessions and the mes-
sages have all added up to a meaningful
experience.

BY Yap Wee Hin
28th Boys’ Brigade Coy
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TIME OF REFRESHING

with the past retreats, I
enjoyed thisyear’s retreat very much.
Especially so as we did not have to
meet in church early in the morning
on the day of departure. (This means
longer sleep for me!) We were also
spared the agony of having to travel
long distances in the coach to reach
our destination.

It seems that the highlight of
eachretreatisthe “Talent Time” when
each group is expected to present a
skit, song or dance or a combination
ofall three on one of the nights. How-
ever, this year’s retreat was unique.
We had a campfite at the beach in-
stead. Our Camp Commandant, Roy
Ang, was given the honour of light-
ing the fire to kick off the event. Ting
Ching led us in the singspiration be-
fore the groups made their presenta-
tion.

Fire! Cameral Action!

A

Despite the fact that we had
less thana day to come up with ideas
for the presentation on how we
might be blessed to be a blessing to
others, all the six groups were very
sporting and provided much fun and
laughter at the campfire night.
Edmund and Willie looked very
much like the pai giab (bad guys)
who lost in the horse racing bets,
while Swee Leong’s voice as God’s
voice calling Betsy from afar had
everybody guessing whether it was
a local or long distance call. (Too
bad only those who were there at
the retreat know what I am writing
about.) Personally, I thought that
James Tan’s group was most crea-
tive, shining their torchlights as they
sang “This Little Light of Mine” with
a Singaporean flavour.

We had fun but there was also
aserious side to the retreat. I believe
that God spoke to each one of us
individually; be it during the lighter
moments at the campfire, through
the earnest messages of the theme
talks, or when we were in reflective
spirit during commitment time. Al-
though it has been weeks since our
return from the retreat, let us put
into practice what we have learnt.
We have all been blessed to be a
blessing to others.

BY Christina Ang



EAT/RETREAT

had eagerly looked forward to the
retreat as it was my first ferry trip to
Desaru. I was not to be disappointed. It
turned out to be more than the holiday
treat of an enjoyable retreat. Well, I had
the chance to play arcade games on
board the ferry. Before checking into
the hotel, I even visited the Fisherman
Musecum in Johor Bahru where models
ofancient fishing vessels, primitive fish-
ing equipment and fishing methods
were exhibited. It was certainly very
educational.

After the museum tour, we pro-
ceeded to the Desaru Golden Beach
Hotel. The villas we stayed in were like
the holiday chalets in Singapore, but
much more spacious and with better
bathroom facilities. It was a relief to
step into the airconditioned room, away
from the warm weather outside.

After the buffet dinner, our activi-
ties commenced with the adults using
the conference room while the chil-
dren gatheredina large roomacross the
corridor. I had my grandmother, two
brothers, three cousins and other chil-
dren for company. As my grandmother
could not speak and understand Eng-
lish, she spent most of her time with us.
She clearly enjoyed herself, as much as
we did.

Throughout the retreat, we were
well occupied with all sorts of activities
under the guidance of Aunty Phyllis and
UnclesMichael, Yeow San and Anthony.
Their friendliness put us at ease somuch
so that we did not miss our parents,who
were separated from us, too much.

We were divided into four groups-
Indonesia, Tibet, Myammar and Sengoi.
(I was placed in the Myammar Group.)
On different days, we watched slides
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about these places and prayed for the
people there to come to know Jesus
Christ. We also sang songs, played games,
and had a fancy dress competition with
the children being dressed up as warri-
ors, queens and brides. All participants
put up such a good showing that the
judges must have felt some difficulty
deciding the winning team. In the end,
every group was a winner.

The same thing happened again on
the last day when we had a sandcastle
building competition at the beach. The
sandcastles were all so good thdt the
judges declared that each group got 10
marks for their efforts. Of course, win-
ning or losing wasn'’t really important; it
was the funand excitement that counted
most of all.

Apart from the activities specially
for the children, I also had enough free
time at the swimming pool. There were
fun games organized for adults and chil-
dren as well.

To me, the highlight of the retreat
was a campfire at the beach. Most of us
sat on the bare sands as different groups
performeddifferent skits on the retreat’s
theme “BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING”.
The fire sparks brightened the night sky
as our laughter filled the air. It was my
first experience of a campfire, and a
very memorable one at that.

BY Benedict Lee
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“God bas blessed His nation
He bas touched us with bis band
The promise of His faithfulness
Can be seen across the land”

As 1 reflect on the words of
this opening stanza from the
theme song we sang at the re-
treat, I find a familiar ring of
truth in them. God has indeed
blessed us in Singapore:

“We’ve been blessed to be a blessing
We've been loved to give His love
Made mighty so we can fulfill His call
We've been blessed to be a blessing
With enough to give enough
For the greatest in His Kingdom
Is the servant of us all”

How the chorus of the song
echoestrue!The wordsare preg-
nant with meaning and resolve.
The challenge is laid before us
to fulfill His call.The clarion call
is for us to give, to be a servant,
be ablessing. How great a privi-
lege to be called by the almighty
to fulfill this;we have been made
mighty so we can fulfill His call.

Are we aroused to meet this
challenge to answer His call?

BLESSING

Or has the comfort of the bless-
ingsthat we have received from
God lulled us into compla-
cency, dulled our minds to in-
action and also doused the
desire for spirituality?

The retreat has been a
blessed time.The presence of
God was evident in His works.
The messages were direct and
incisive, touching hearts and
minds.The fire of God is burn-
ing the corruptible, cleansing
lives of sinfulness, selfishness
and self-centredness. God
wants to do the work in us, but
are we ready to undergo that
purging, that cleansing proc-
ess, so that we can be refined?
Can our works and our charac-
ters stand the test of fire?

Our God is a zealous God
whois never half-hearted about
what He does. He is uncom-
promising and resolute in ful-
filling His will. In contrast, su-
perficiality- the curse of the
age- often besets us,leading us
to mediocrity.Our zealous God
desires His people to have the




love and passion for Him, and
for His Commission. Do we
measure up?

The fire, the zeal- wherein
lies the source?The Holy Spirit
is able to engulf us and em-
power us. Wherein lies the
means to obtain this power?
Prayer- earnest, seeking
prayer- is the answer.We need
to ask; and beyond asking, to
seek; and going further than
seeking,to knock,to come face
to face with God, to draw so
near to Him that the Holy Spirit
can indeed come forth and
speak directly and clearly, that
we canso clearly hear Him and
discern His call.

The empowering, the
infilling, is not just an experi-
ential encounter,but has to do
God’s work. Isaiah saith,“How
beautiful are the feet of him
thatbringeth good tidings.”(Isa.
52:7) Ours are to be the feet
that carry forth the Good News,
to be beautiful feet bearing the
Gospels.The work of the Spirit
is to fulfill ‘the true’ camng of *
the cl}urch buﬁdlng&up g.he

the flock holistically:
great ﬁxlﬁLment it
the communion-of heave iy

citizens in accordance with
God’s design!

Who would not run, who
would notserveinsuchacause;
to publish the good tidings of
peace,peace between God and
man, peace, where men have
toiled not,but where God hath
wrought ali? It is high calling
because our calling comes from
the Highest. How and what is
our response as His citizen and
as His body - the church?

Let’s not preempt what the
Holy Spirit wants to do- a great
work. Let’s earnestly seek Him
with all our hearts, with ear-
nestness,with zeal for Him who
calls. He will not fail us. Let’s
put aside our pettiness, the sin
which so easily entangles us,
the shackles of worldliness the
world has enslaved us in, and
the lure of selfish lust. Let us
look to Him, the pioneer and
perfector of faith, and discern
His calling and His plan for us
to bless Him and to be a bless-
ing to others as we are blesscd
by Him. ra

BY Tan Swee Leong
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(Suna'ay (Scboo/ Children's Camp —91st to 23rd GJune

/WO retreats in succession is a

very tiring rest. There are

two loads of clothings to wash

and two rounds of packing
and unpacking to do. Four days
after returning from the Church
Retreat at Desaru, we were off
again to the Sunday School
Children’s Camp at Sentosa.
The Church Retreat was quite
good, with good messages, good
food and accommodations and a
lot of fun which can be testified
to by the other stories appearing
in this issue of The Vine. The
Sunday School Children's Camp
was just as good.

We reached the church at about

7.40am and there we waited for
the parents to bring their children
for the camp. The bus left JCC at
8.10 am with the parents standing

around waving good-bye to their '

children. There was some mix-up

at the Sentosa causeway and we '

missed picking up one child.
However thanks to the handphone,
we were able to establish contact
with the missing child’'s parents
who then brought him all the way
to the campsite.

Our campsite is the SU Campsite in
Sentosa. It is an old barracks
converted into dormitories with a
large multipurpose hall, standing on
a hill facing the Central Beach.
There is no air-conditioning and we
were worried about mosquitoes
since we had to leave all the doors
open wide to receive the sea
breeze. Thank God there were
hardly any mosquitoes, at least, |
did not experience any. The main
problem turned out to be
the warmness of the
rooms. Many of our
children are so used to
air-conditioning that they
_were unable to sleep.
However, given the tiring
schedule, even the most
irritated  children were
able to fall asleep.

The lessons were well
designed for the
young, with a lot of
puppets and live-
action sequences to
bring across the
message. We had two
guest speakers from
Singapore, Wong Mui
and Ewe Ewe. Having
seen their serious
side, | am quite amaze
to see their lighter
side.



Despite our
reservations, the :
children had a lot
of fun doing the
chores which they
don't usually do at
home. To my
surprise, cleaning
toilets was the top favourite chore.
They were all eager to wait on the
tables and to wash up after the
meals. Have you ever asked them
to do it at home? Maybe it is the
peer pressure which made the task
seem enjoyable.

The games was fun but the children

enjoyed most the dip in the lagoon -
fully clothed because we did not

plan for it and it was a |ast mmute

decision. Wilfred was |
the safety officer as
he went in with the
children fully clothed.

On the last night, the
skits presented by the &

children were TCS mateniai.
However it was observed
that the children were quite
adapt at playing gangsters
and loan sharks and other
bad elements in society. TV
has a great influence on their
little minds. Be warned!

What about the miracles? There
was the time when we were playing
games at the beach
and it started to
rain. However it
lasted only a while
and then we had
cool weather to
continue our games
to the end. Another
time, we had a boy
who had an asthma
attack at around
11.30pm in the
night and we had to rush him to the
SGH. But by the time he reached
the hospital, he was well and they
sent him back even without
medication.

The camp was a success thanks to

the efforts of Lissa Low amd her

Sunday School teachers.
The true measure of
success is when you
receive your children back
and notice the difference
in them. Let Lissa and her

team k:;;o’t; W



"superbower =
Kids” Camp ‘

at Sentosa
21st to 23rd
June 1997
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It was camp (at school), camp again
(Desaru Retreat) and camp once more
(this SuperPower Kids camp) for me to
put my June School Holidays to good
use. Oh, how | have enjoyed myself to
the fullest as a SuperPower Kid!

This camp was held at the Sentosa
Scripture Union campsite. A busioad of
excited children left the church for
Sentosa on the morning of 21st June.
These were what we did at the camp:

After settling down, we sang
some songs. We sang them
merrily with our beautiful
voices so that the whole room
was filled with joyous music.
This was followed by iesson
time with Uncle Wong Mui
who taught us that we were
very special because God
made us in His own image.
Next, we had a treasure hunt.
We went to every part of
Sentosa to find clues that
would fead us to the hidden treasure. It
was very interesting. We either
travelled by bus or monorail to search
for the clues. Some were easy to find,
while others took us quite a lot of time.
The treasure hunt lasted for a few
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= Cheong used a puppet to

hours. At the end of
it, everyone was
exhausted.

We had a quick bath
before group
discussions on what
to do during the
Talent Night the next
day Many interesting ideas came up. It
was fun hearing the different ideas of
group members. After dinner, we spent
time at the musical fountain. It was nice
watching the jets of water swaying to
music.

The next morning, we were refreshed
after a good night sleep. After singing
some hymns, it was group Quiet Time.
During this period of time, | came to
know more about God.

Later, we went to clean up the
campsite. Some groups went
to clean the dormitories while
others tidied the dining room,
swept the corridors, disposed
of the garbage and cleaned
the toilets. Everyone co-
operated and many hands
made work light; so after half
an hour, the place looked
spick and span.

N

The lesson which followed
was quite funny. Uncle Peter

perform a skit. The skit carried the
message that God made each of us for
a different purpose.



Soon, we had a
Bible quiz. Many
teams managed to
perform well in the
quiz. During the art
and craft session
after the quiz, the
teachers taught us
how to use a towel
to make a dog.
When it was
finished, the dog
looked very cute.
Then we had group preparations for the
Talent Night before adjourning to the
beach for some games. Every group
tried their best to get more points.

Dinner time came and went. At last,
after another enjoyable Bible lesson,
the Talent Night arrived with each team
putting their acting talents to good
entertainment use. All the sketches
were hilarious, so everybody had a
good laugh.

On the third and final day of the camp,
we went on a monorail ride sightseeing.
On the monorail, we used our voices for
good measure singing, chatting and
laughing along the way.

The prize presentation time was what
everyone had been eagerly awaiting.
My group turned out to be the
champion. Group members were so
elated that they could not restrain
themselves from jumping with joy.

As usual, for anything delightful, time
would seem to fly. Soon, it was time to
bid farewell to the campsite we had
come to like with its warm atmosphere
of fellowship, camaraderie, sounds of

music and laughter. As we finally
broke camp, the sweet memory of a
camp thoroughly enjoyed made me
yearn for the next one next year.

Many thanks to the camp organizers,
the friendly uncles and aunties, for
their hard work in making the camp a
success just for the sake of us the
little SuperPower kids.
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ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF THE LETTER OF APPEAL ON THE LEFT:

To the pastors. evangelists and Councils of all LCMS congregations. may the peace of
our Lord be with you all.

Dear SirMdm.

Our Church member. Sis. Li [uijuan. who is 39 vears old. has been suffering
from Kidney discase for two years. llaving 1o go for thrice weekly dialysis. with a
monthly medical bill of RM2000 odd. she is facing tremendous physical and mental
anguish,

Sis. Li's husband. Bro. John Liu. is a lorry driver. Eaming a small monthly
inconie. he is unable to meet his wife's medical expenses indefinitely. Add to this the
need to support three children, the linancial burden mounts.

Sis. Huijuan plans to have a kiduey transplant in China at an estimated cost of
RM60 000

[ view of our chureh's limited financial resources. we niade an application to
the Exeeutive Committee and also obtained the approval of the LCMS headquarters.

I this regard, we are writing to appeal to all .CMS congregations for their
loving assistance to meet Sis. Li Huijuan's medical expenses.

Many a litile makes a mickle. assisting her to fulfill her wish of a Kidney
transplant. '

May the Lord bless you for your loving care and donations. Thank you.
Wishing you,
Immanuel.

(signed)
Council of the Unity Lutheran Church of Balakong
26th May 1997
.S For all donations. please specilv "Li Huijuan Medical Fund”. Cheques should be
pavable to LCMS - BALAKONG CONGREGATION.

- end of translation

Ed. This is a request received by fax. If you wish to give a love offering to Sis.
Li, you may purchase a bankdraft (in favour of LCMS - BALAKONG
CONGREGATION). If you pass the bankdraft to Bro. Martin Cheah or drop it
into the normal offering bag not later than mid August (17/8/97), we will forward
it to Sis. Li c/o Balakong Church on your behalf. For information on alternative
Jorms of payment, please refer to Bro. Martin Cheah.
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May the Lond Bless






